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F*‘iﬁ!»fr'. HOBBES /i Opzmw:_
- abont Liberty and Neceflity,
~ fentinaLetter to the DUKE ‘
| vf NEWCA STLE

~Irft, Iconcewe that when
. it cometh into a mans
‘mind to do, or not to do, fome
certain A&lon, if he have no
‘time to deliberate the doing of
it or abftaining , ‘neceflarily
tolloweth the prefent Thought
‘he had of the good or evil 8
‘Confequence thereof to him- i
{elf.  As, for Example, in fud-
den Anger, the Aétion fhould
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~ follow the Defire of Revenge 5 &
 1n fudden Fear, the Thought
~ of Efcape. Alfo when a man
~ had time to deliberate, but de- =
liberates not 3 becaufe never =

~ any thing appeared that fhould |

~ make him doubt of the Con- ~
fequence , the Action follows =

- his opinion of the Goodnefs or
~ Harm -of it : thefe ActionsT
call Voluntary s my Lord (if1 °
underftand him right ) calleth &
_them Spontaneous. I call them -
Voluntary , becaufe thofe alti- =
ons which follow immediately *

. thelaft Appetiteare voluntarys -
 and here where is one onely -
. Appetite, that one is the laft. =
. Befides, I fee it’s reafonable to -

£

. punil a rafh Adion, which
- would not be jultly done by -
man |
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| man to man, unlef the ime
. were voluntary. For no A-
. Ctionsof man can befaid tobe
- without Deliberation, though
never fo fudden, becaufe it is
fuppofed he had time to deli-
berate all the precedent time
of his life, whether he thould
do that kind of Altion or not,
And hence it is, that he that
killeth in a fudden paffion of
* Anger, fhall neverthelefé be
. jultly put to death, becaufe all
.~ thetimes wherein he was able
'~ to confider whether to klll
. Were good or evil, fhall be
. held for one cantmuaf
. beration , and confequcnﬂyf
. the Ktllmg {hall proceed fi'omf
. Election.
secondiff

"I._.,fconcewe when
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‘2 man  deliberates whether !
- fhall do a thing or not do i 1r :_.
‘that he doth nothing elfe but®
confider whether it be better;
for himtodoitornotto do it 5§
and to confider an Aétion,isto
imagine the Conféquences of ®
it both good and evil. Fromi
whence it is to be inferred,
That Deliberation is nothing:
elfe but alternate Hope and
Fear, oralternate Appetite, to '
do or quit the Action of which®
he deliberateth. T
2 Thirdly, '] conceive , tha
inall Dehberanons that 1s to "i
fay, in all alternate (uccefiron?
“of contrary Appetites, the laft]
1s-that which we call the Wlll
f’f}gdnd is immediately before the!
fdomg of the Ation, or next
o befor




Before the doing of it become:

. impoflible. All other Appetites:
. to do and to quit, that come
| upon a man during his Delibe-

| rations, are ufually called In-

. tentions, and Inclinations, but
not Will, there being but one
Will , which allo in this cafe
may be called the Lalt Will,
though the Tatention change
often. - ' '

- Fourthly, That thofe Actions
‘which a man 1s faid to-do up-
on Deliberation, are {aid to be
voluntary, and done upon
Chotce and Elettion : fo that
. voluntary Action, and Action =
' proceeding from Eleltion, 1s-
the {ame thing: and that of
voluntary Agents, tis all one
to fay,He s free, and tofay, He
B A. 4- 7 = ha




 * trinfecal quality of the A-
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‘hath made an end of delibera-
- ting, ' e

Fifthly, T conceive Liberty |
to be rightly defined in this
‘manner. ‘“Liberty is the ab-
““fence of all the impediments
*“to Action, that are not con-
“tained in the natural and in-

T L O Lo

“gent. As for Example, the
Water is to be feen defcend
 freely , or to have liberty to
afcend up the Channel of the
River, becaufe there is no im-
ediment ; and though the
ater cannot afcend, yetmea
~fay it never wants the liberty
‘to afcend, but the power or fa-
culty, becaufe the impediment
~1sin the nature of the Water,
- and iatrinfecal. So alfo we
c _ | ﬁiy,

i [l
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fay, He thatis tyed, wants li- .

berty to go, becaufe that the
impediment is not’in him, but
10 his Bonds; whereas we fay

not {0 of him that is fick or

lame, becaufe the impediment
1s in him(elf. ' :
Sixthly, T conceive, that no-
thing taketh beginning from
it {elf; but from the action of
fome other immediate Agent
without it (elf; and that there-
fore when firlt a man hath an
Appetite or Will to fomething,
to which” immediately before

he had no Appetite nor Will,

the caufe of his Willis not the
Will ic felf, but [omething elfe

not 1n his owa difpofing.” So

that whereas it is out of con-
troverlie, of voluntary A&ioas

A s the.
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the Will is a neceffary caufe, =
and by this which 1s {aid the
Will is alfo caufed by other
- things which 1t difpofeth not 5
it followeth , that voluntary -
Adtions have all their neceflary =
caufes, and therefore are'n.ecef
Grated.

Seventhly, I hold That to

be a fufficient Caufe, to whlch
'nothing is waating that is need- -
ful to the producing ofthe Ef- &

~ feét : the fame alfo 1s a necef=
fary Caufe. For ifit be oﬁi-_
ble that a fufficient Caufe {hall?—
‘not bring forth the Effet, then. -
~ there wanteth fomewhat which
was needful to the Producing
. ofit, and fo the Caufe was not’
fufﬁment ‘but if it be impof-
b ﬁb]e that a fufﬁment Caufe
| f‘}(.)uldéfi
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{hould not produce the eﬁ'e&
then 1s a {uflictent Caufe a ne-
‘ceflary Caufe. Foritis faid to
produce an effet neceflarily,

that cannot but produce it.-

Hence 1s manifeft, that what-

- {oever is produced hath had a = |

 fufficient caufe to produce it,

~€lfe it had not been. And there-
fore alfo Voluntary Actions are
eceflitated.

Laftly, T hold that the ordi-
‘nary definition of a Free A-
gent, namely, That a Free A-

gent 1s that which, when all
things are prefent which are
needful to produce the effe&;

can neverthelefs not produce

1t, implies a contradiction, aad
is Nonfenfe: s being as much as
to fay, the Caufe may be fuffi-

Clﬂﬂt




= sl

e [Io'_\ |
cient, that is, neceffary, and
yet the Effect ot follow, My
Reafons
For the firft 5 points, wherc_:;
itisexplicated, 1. What Spon- ¢
taneity 1s. 2. What Delibera-
tion 1s. 3. What Will, Pro- *
penfion , and Appcute Is.
it What a Free Agent 15,
5. What Liberty is. There can 'f'
be no other proof offered, but
€VEry mans own Experlence

by reflettion on himielf, and
| remembrmg what he ufeth to |
= bave 1n his mind, thatis, what ';‘r
he himfelf meaneth when he |
- faith, an Adtion is Spontane- |
ous, a man Deliberates, fochis
his Will, that Agentor Action:
- 1sFree. Now he that (6 re-
_ﬁe&eth upon himfelf, cannot
but =




St

ST,

ETEETT T

MUWWFW‘?H:\.\"".' ™

.:'uwmmr!mv_ e Ll Ll

e e e 7=

L e
but be fatisfied that Delibera-
tion is the confidering of the
good and evil Sequels of the

“Action to come: thatby Spon-
‘taneity 1s meant Inconfiderate

Proceedings, or elfe nothing
1s meant by it: that Will is the
laft a&t of our Deliberation :
that a Free Agent is he that
can do1if he will, and forbear

if he will : and that Liberty is
. the abfence of External Impe-

diments. But to thofe that
out of cuftom {peak not what
they conceive, but what they
hear 5 and are not able, or will
not take the pains to confider
what they think, when they

= hear fuch words, no argument

can be fufficient, becaufe Expe-
rience and Matter of Fa& is not

ve~
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~butif he try, he {hall finde asf
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_"Verlﬁed by other mens Arpu .
ments, bUt by every maas oW l?_._ |
- Senfe and Memory. For Ex- ¢

1magine any thing to begin

[l

ample; How can it be proved ¢
that to love a thing, and to |
think it good, is all one, to a
man that does not mark his |
own meaning by thofe words?
Or how can it be proved that
Eternity is not Nunc [lans to
a man that fays thefe words by
cuftom, and never conflide:s
how he can couaceive it hlm-.._.‘ ;
felf in his minde ? Alfo the ™
6th point, That a man cannot

without a Caufe, can no other ©
way be made known but by ]
trying how he can imagine it5

much reafoa ( if there be no
e Caufe

oty
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Caufe of the thing ) to con-
- ceive it fhould begin at one
time as anothers; that is, he
~ hath equa) reafon to think it
- thould begin at all times, which
is impoflible 5 and therefore
he muft think there was fome
fpecial Caufe why it began
then, rather than {ooner or la-
ter, orelfe that it began never,
but was Eternal. |
For the 7th point, That all
Events ‘have neceflary Caufes,
it is there proved, in that they
have {ufficient Caufes. Fur-
ther, let us alio in this place
{uppofe any Event neverf{o ca-
{ual, as the throwing ( for Ex-
ample ) Ambs-ace upon a Pair
~ of Dice, and fee if it muft not
~ have been neceflary before it
- was
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~ wasthrown s for fecing it was |
thrown, it had a beginning, ©
-and conlequently a fufficient
- Caufe to produce it, confifting
partly in the Dice, partly in |
outward things, as the pofture
of the parts of the Hand, the
meafure of Force applied by
the Caﬁel‘, the pof’ture of the - §
parts of the Table, and the like,
In fumme, there was nothing;_.é
wanting which was neceffari-
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ly requifite to the producing
of that particular Cat, and

-

confequently that Calk was ne-
ceflarily thrown ; for if it had ©
_not been thrown, there had
~wanted fomewhat requilite to
‘thethrowing of it, and (o the
- Caufe had not been f{ufficient. *
[n the like manner it may be

pro-

il
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_proved, that every other Acci-
t dent, how contingent foever it
be, 18 produced neceflarilys
whlch ts that that my Lord Bi-
(hop difputes again{t. The {ame
alfo may be proved in this
manner : Let the cafe be put
( for example) of the Weather 3
tis neceflary that to morrow
it fhall rain, or not rain s if
therefore it be not neceflary it
{hall rain, it isneceffary it (ball
not rain 3 otherwife there is
no neceflity ‘that the Propolfi-
tion [ it fhall rain or not rainJ
{fhould be true. Iknow there
be fome that {ay , it may ne-
~ceflarily be true, that one of
the two fhall come to pafs, bue
‘not fingly that it fhall rain;
Wthh 1s as much as to fay,

~ one



Lré]
one of themis neceflary , »
neither of them is neceffar:
and to {eem to avoid that.
furdity, they make a diftint
on, that neither of them is tr
determinate, but indétermina
te: which diftinction either fig:
nifies nomore but this, Oxeef
them is true, but we Rnow nof.
 which, and fo the Neceflity
remains though we know it .
not s orif the meaniag of the!
~diftintion be not that, it hath®
~ no-meaning, and they might"

as well have faid, Oae of them
- A8 true Tytivice, but neither of}

them Tupatulice.

=
-
=

-, The laft thing, in which alst
~ {fo confifteth the whole contro-}
 verlie , namely , that there is§
- no-fach thing as an Ageaty’
e which}
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which when all things necefla-
ry to Action are prefent, can
neverthelefs forbear to pro-
duce it, or ( whichisallone)
that there 1s no {uch thing as
Freedom from Neceflity, 1s
eafily inferred from that which
hath been before alledged : for
if it bean Agent, it can work 3
and if it work, there 1s nothing
wanting of what is requifite
to produce the Action;  and
confequently the Caufe of the
A&ion 18 (ufficient, and if {ufhi-
cient, then allo neceflary, as
hath been proved before.

And thus you fee how the
inconveniencies , which his
Lordfhip (Bithop Bramnhal)ob-
jeCteth muft follow upon the
holding of Neceflity , are a-
C | voided
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volded , and the Neceflity it
el demonftratively proved,
To which T could adde, if [
thought it good Logick , the
inconvenience of denying Ne:
ceflity 5 as that it deftroyeth:
both the Decrees and the Pre-
fcience of God Almighty:
for whatfoever God hath puf{ﬁ%
pofed to bring to pafs by Man
asan Inftrument, or forefeeth
{hall come to pafi, a man,
- 1f he have Liberty , ( fuch asi
his Lordfhip: affirmeth ) from
Neceflitation, might fruﬂrate;'-;'-!
and makenot to come to pafs 5

=

and God fhould either not
- foreknow it , and not decree -
it, or he thould foreknow fuch
things fhould be as {hall never
be, and decree that which fhaHg
never come to pafs, This




This is all that hath come
into my minde touching this
queltion fince I laft confidered
it, #nd I humbly befeech your
Lordfhip to communicate it

- onely tomy Lord-Bifhop : and
{o praying God to profper
your Lordfhip in all your De-
figns, I take leave , and am
(my moft Noble and moft Ob-
liging Lord) g

Your moft-humble Servant,

Rouen, Aug. 20,
1648,

T HO. HO BBES.
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The POSTSCRIPT.
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A Rguwent: feldam work a:z

men of Wit and Learning
when they have once engege";
them(elves in a contrary Opini=}
on 3 if any thing doit, 1t75’t-’5;
ﬂ?ewzng thens tbe C’azfe of their
Erronr, which is this. Piows men.
attribute $0 God Alnighty, f

_ Honours [ake, whatfoever tb
fee 75 honourable in the world,s
Seeing, Hearing, Willing, Kuow
ing, Tuflice, Wifdom, &c. -_é_;
deny him [uch poor things &
Eyes, Ears, Brains, and atbei‘
Organs , without which Wt
Worwms ‘neither have nor ca
conceive [uch Faculties to be

and o far they do well.But wﬁ:
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f~'tbey dz'fj:’zzte of Godls A&'—z‘om" |

- Philofophically, then theyconfi-

‘der them again as if he had [ u'cjb

Faculties,and in that manner us

" we have them, thisis not well :
and thenceit s they fall into (o
many difficulties. We ought not
<to difpute of God s Nature, beis
w0 fit fubject for our Philofophy.

True Religion confifteth in obe-

dience to Cbrgﬂ'r Lientenants,

i

|
i
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. and in giving God [uch Honour

both in Attributes and Affions,

-3 they in their [everal Liente-

wnancies fhall erdain.
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szcb be calls His Opinion a-
- bout Zibersy and Necelfity.
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A LET TE R

Duke of Newcaftle,

_ ter, or (as he hlmfelf 4
{peaks in one partof it ) thae
ln Whlch the whole Contro- =~

b verfie 9
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‘f'itle or the NeEXr rarc liss
ports ) fo many Reafons t
thofe Points. The fiurft P01
is, That by Spontaneity is meant
5 Irzcanf tderate Proceeding ,. &
 without Deliberation.
1 call this the firft Pom
~ not becaufe I find Spontanett
defcribed here , but becaufe it
the entrance of his Reafons he
~ declares that to be his deﬁ B,
~ 1It’s true that he faich fom:
~ what of the Bifhops Oplm
cancernlng it, but very a=
- | = | ull-
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